GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE

SN

No. 5(1)/2024-Admn-I/HR-I Islamabad, the 28th August, 2024
CIRCULAR

SUBJECT. - REGIONAL TRAINING COURSE FOR ASI-PACIFIC - COUNTRIES BY
UNCTAD

Please find enclosed herewith a copy of self explanatory letter No.
T&CP-5/86/2024, dated 21-08-2024, along with its enclosure received from Org &
CP Directorate, Ministry Foreign Affairs, on the above mentioned subject for
placing on the website of the Ministry of Commerce.

2. Interested/relevant officers from Main Ministry and its Attached
Departments/Organizations who fulfill the eligibility criteria may send their
nominations, . duly approved by their respective Head(s) of the
Wing(s)/Departments to HR-I Section (along with their C.V, Services Profile and
details of availed Foreign Training/Workshops etc), latest by 29-08-2024

positively. Nominations received after the deadline will not be entertained.
Encl: As Above (_/g}k

(Aamir Waheed)
Section Officer (HR-I)

Database Administrator,
Ministry of Commerce,
Islamabad



Cit ot Pakistar.
Miatty of Foreiga Affairs
Org & CP Directoratc

whkxk

No. T&CP-5/86/2024 Islamabad, 21* August, 2024

Subject: Regional Training Course for Asia-Pacific Countries by UNCTAD

The UNCTAD Secretariat has announced that the next regional course on key issues
on the international economic agenda, which is designed for economies in Asia and the
Pacific, will be hosted by the Foreign Service Academy, Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Pakistan. The course will be held from 2 to 13 December 2024.

2. The course will fccus on the links between trade, investment, finance and
development, including in the context of the global pandemic and responses to shocks.

3. The course details are enclosed.

4 The Ministry of Commerce is requested to kindly nominate 1 officer from the
Ministry of Commerce and 1 officer from Trade Development Authority of Pakistan (TDAP)
for the subject training course.

5.  The nomination may kindly be shared before 04™ September 2024, for onward
submission to the concerned quarters.

Encl: as above.

— L

(Mnhammad Rashid)
Assistant Director (Trg. & CP)
051-90569575

Mr. Fawad Hassan, Director to Secretary Commerce
Ministry of Commerce
Islamabad



UNITED NATIONS CONFERSNTE

CC~FERENCE DES NATIONS UNIES SUR _ )
ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT

LE COMMERCE ET LE DEVELOFPEMENT

DTLADRMISCARZAN
2V1273)

NOTIFICATION

Fifty-second regional coursc on key lssues on the international economlc agenda
Forelgn Service Academy, Minlstry of Forelgn AfTairs, Pakistan
213 December 2024

The UNCTAD secretariat is pleased to announce that the next regional course on key issues on
the interniational cconomic agends, which js designed for econoimies in Asia and the Pacific, will be
kosted by the Forcign Service Academy, Ministry of Foreign ATfaits, Pakistan. The course will be
2eid from 2 to 13 December 2024,

The cowrse will focus on the links between trade, investment, finsnce and development,
including in the context of the global pandenic and responses to shocks. Its aims arc as follows:

(a) To enhance understanding of the relationship between trade, investment, firance and
developtent and their Jinks o country development strategies and building resilience;

{b) To enhance understancling of current economic debales, the economic impact of the
pandemic, the Sustainablc Dévelopment Goals and the implications for policymakers in
developing countries;

(v) To provide participants with knowledge and skills that will prepare them for negotiations,
as well as to design and implement trade and developmemt policies. Thesc tools are
designed to mezt the needs and interests of their countries,

The syllabus will draw on the perspective of UNCTAD, analytical work and lessons leamed
from technical cooperation activities, and will be epriched by thie competence and expertise of
representutives of the Bconomic and Socia) Commission for Asia and the Pacific. Experts from
Pakistan will share national expericnces in promoting -and managing trade, investment, finance and
development and policies formulated in response to the global pandemic.

The course i aimed primatily at mid-level government officials in ministrics and institutions
deuling with trade, investment, finance, development and technology issucs who are involved in the
formulation and implomcntation of oational trade and development policies. Depending on the
availability of places in the course, other applicants, such as university-level academics, may be
considered. Kindly be reminde thal participants who have previously compieted a regional course
on key issues on the intemational economic agenda may not be nominated again.

The course will be given in English and the training materisls will also be made evailable
English. Candidates are expécted to have a full working knowiedge of English.

In the interest of efficiency, the application process is divided into two paris. First, UNCTAD
member States in Asia and the Pacific are invited to present, by 10 September 2024, the npames and
email addresses of qualified candidates to the scerotariat through their permanent missions in Geneva,
Second,.(hese candidates will be contacted by the secretariat to complete an application online; the
application process must be completed by 17 September 2024. It is thercfore advisable that this
information be submitted 23 so0n as possible, Member States of successful candidates will be notified
of the decision of UNCTAD following the sclection committce mecting to be held on
24 September 2024.
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Member Stalés are encouraged to nominate more than onc candidate per country. The selection
committce will take into consideration all applications, provided that the candidates meet the

cligibility criteria.

UNCTAD will provide airline tickets according to applicable United Nations policies, a5 wall
as hotel accommodation for all pacticipants who travel from other countries in the region, in addition
to sufficient funds to cover miscellaneous expenises. Similarly, local participants will receive a daily

‘allowance to eover miscellaheous expenses. Sefected participants will be responsible for obtainig
adequate travel and medical insurance and a valid visa for travel to Pakistan prior to their arrival,

An autline of the course syllabus, which provides a description of the course. modules, leaming
objectives and questions for applicanis to answer (P166.2024.TS.1) and the application guidclines
(P166.2024.AG.1} ars attached.

For additional information, please contact Ms, Randa Jemal, Chicf, Policy Capacity-Building
Section, Knowledge Developinent Branch, Division on Technology and Logistics, UNCTAD;
tel: 41 22 917 27 18; email: randa.jamal@un.orgranda jamal@un org.

Wﬁd

MMMpm
Secreiary-General of UNCTAD
18 Juns 2024
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Fifty-second reglonal course on key Issues on the International economic agends
Forelgn Service Academy, Minis:ry of Foreign Affairs, Pakistan
2-13 December 2024

Conrse syllabus outline
A description of the three course modules is provided in this outlipe. For each module, participants
-will be expected 1o gather information on a numbér of izsues before the beginning of the course, in
order that they may contribyte to discussions by sharing the expsriences of their countries.

Module l:_Develdpmeul, development policies ‘n?udf the role of international trade and finance
in a globalized world — Implications for econonies in Asia and tho Pacific

Description: This module will highlight topical econornic issues gt the global level and explore their
implications for development strategies at the patio 3l level. The UNCTAD integrated approach will
be used 1o discuss development challenges, examining the interlependence between different policy
areas, including macreeconomic policies and management, international trade snd finance, as well as
new views regarding the nature and role of the devolopintatal state in the kght of the ongoing and
lingering effects of the global financial and economic ¢risiy and the pandemic, which has had a
significarit impact on the global economy. The module, will also address the interdependence between
national, regional and intematfonal economic realities and related palicy iniplications. In addition,
the putsuit of national and international development policies and strategies will be placed within the
context of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Sustainable Development Goals,
which provide the overall framework for'susiainable development policies in the period 20t 5-2030,
Opportunities to discuss national and regional experiences with regard to country-specific aspects
will help promote the sharing of national experiences from across the region.

Expected outcome: Al the end of this madule, participants will have deepened their understanding
of the implications of trade and financial integration for inclusive cconomic growth, structural change
and technological upgrading. They should also understand the key challenges of development policics
in aiming to achieve both humau and cconomic development and économic growth. Partitipants will
thereby develop their capacities to pursue appropriate policies and strategies in these areas at the
national, regional and international levels, as well as to respond to pandemics, with a deepened
knowledge of the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Develdpment Goals.

Module 2: Harnessing benefits from trade — Changing dysamics in the multilateral trading
system, trade logistics, regional trade agreements aind the digital economy

Description: This medule will highlight the role of trade and technology as enablers of development.
It will address best practices and policy norms for hamessing the benefits of trade, including in the
evolving digital economy. I view of the economic and social impacts of various crises and how they
affect most countries worldwide, the devclopment paradigm that underpins the world economic
model seems to have reached iis limits. Direct interventions by States through fiscal and financial
stimulus packages to mitigdte the effects of the crisis on their economies hive become the “new
sormal”. As & consequence, in their efforts to deal with the crisis, import-dependent poor countries
have faced non-coordinated trade palioy responses, including export restrictions on essential goods.
In addition, Large-scale subsidies introduced by major economices to support ailing industries are
likely to distort international trade. Against this backdrop, this moduie will address the impact of the
pandemic on trade policies and the international trading system. The likely future contours of the
internationat trading system will be explored in the light of the ongoing global health crisis, structural
difficultics under the World Trade Organization and the inereasing level of trade tensions and
unilateral protectionist trade measures. The module will provide an analytical overview of the Doha
Round of trade negotiations, including on the negotiating process and the main reasons for the end of
this round of negotiations.
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Expected outeome: At the end of this module, participants will be cognizant of important factors
afficting the design of appropriite nationa! trade policies and development strategies; able to identify
and understind key challenges and development opportunitics in the intemational trading system and
regional trade agreements; and have learned how ta meximize gains from integratian into the global
economy. Participants will also better undersiand the role of the regulatory environment, institutional
sad physical trade infrastructures and trade -supporting services in fostering international trade
competitiveness with regard to supporting productive and trading capacities, including transport,
trade facilitation and electronic commerce and the digital economy.

Module 3: Enhancing pmdu\;he capacities through foredign direct investment, enterprise
development and seicnce, technology and innovation

Description: This modulc will analyse the main features of enterprise developiment, foreign direct
investment and scicnce, technology and innovation, their development implicetions and the policy
and administrative challenges they raise. Thbeir role in broader development strategies will be
investigated, along with their relationship with entegprise and industrial policies aimed at enhancing
productive capacities. The module will begin by providing an understending of the development
perspective that needs to be addrossed when enhancing productive capacities in an econamy,
following which an analysis qf foreign dircet investment will bo provided, as the basis for an
assessment of the links of international production systems with domestic enterprises, especially
small end medium -sized enierprises, through value chains. As foreign direct investment is mainky
complement to domestic investment, attention will be paid to the question of how domestic productive
capacities can be enhanced through local enterprise development and how promoting technological
upgrading and innovation capacity cin bring benefits from global trade opportunities. The focus will
beon the polu.u-.s. institutions and strategies that can best help to attract foreign-direct investment and
embed it in host economics, notably through business linkages and enterprise developmenr and on
why science, technology and innovation systems and innovation tapacity aere critical for
compctitiveness and sustainable development. In addilion, the module will consider the development
of value chains, a cross-cutting issue across the three sreas to be analysed. Special attention will be
paid to the situation of productive capacities during the pandemie, the impact of the pandemic on
productive eapacities and the policics that could potentially be adopted by national stakcholders to
further build resilience and respond to and deal with the consequences of the pandemic.

Expected outcome: At the snd of this module, participants will have gained an understanding of the
policy framework for developing productive capacities and identifying the links between foreign
direct investment and development and its impact on focal productive capacities. They will slso be
able to identify the links between small and medium-sized enterprises and development, particularly
linkages for formulating strategies; and the links between innovation and development, particularfy
how an effective system for and strong capabilities in science, technology and innovation can improve
the enhancement of local productive capacitics and competitivencss and promote sustainablc
development. In addition, participants will be able to identify strategies to deal with the medium-term
and long-term consequences of the pandemic in the area of productive capacity-building.
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I¥ifty-second reglonal course on key issues on the international cconomic agenda
Foreign Service Academy, Ministry of Forcign Affzirs, Pakistan
1-13 December 2024

Application guldelines

Applicant profile

This course is aimed primarily at mid-level governmen officials dealing with internationsl economic
issues, irnluding the formilation and implementation of policies in one or more fields covered in the
course syllabus (outline attached). To be considered for nomination, candidates should meet the
Tollowing requirements:

{a) Have an advaiced degree in economics, business, international rolations, trade law or
public adniinistration. A first degree with proven relevant work exporience may also be
accepted if places in the course are available;

(b)  Have 4-10 years ¢f relevant professional experience in & national public administration,
aregional or international development orgenization, & research institute-or a university,
dealing with trade, investment, finange, development and technology issues and involved
in the formulation and implementation of natignal trade and development policies;

(c)  Be in a position to use and disseminate the information and knowledge acquired during
the ¢ourse. It is important that perticipants remain in relevant positions for a sufficient
length of time after completion of the course so that the skills and knowledge gained can
be disseminated as widely as possible at their workplace;

(dy Have a full working knowledge of English, the official language of the coutse, with
proven written and vorbal communication skills.

Tastructions for submitting applications online
Candidates will be contacted to complete an pnline application. Applications must be submitted in
English by 17 September 2024 and include the following documents:

{a8)  Application form;

{(6)  Detailed curriculum vitac;

(¢)  Copy of passport;

(¢)  Loticr of motivation stating the following: how the applicant contributes to policy design
and implemcmationl in the arcag of iwade, investmest, finance, development and
technology; how the course will contribute to enhancing her or his professional and
personal development; and why the applicant feels he or she should be chosen to attend
this course;

(d)  Shor essay answering question | and one of the other two questions in the course syllabus
outline relevant 1o her or his national context (o more than 25¢ words per question).

Nominatlons

Nominations should be submitted by 10 September 2024 to UNCTAD through the permanent
mission accredited to the United Natlons Office at Geneva or the World Trade Organization and
contain the names and email addresses of the candidates. Nominated candidates will be coatacted and
asked to coinplete the online application by 17 September 2024, It is thercfore advisablc that names
and emaif addresses be comnmunicated as soon a3 possiblc to the UNCTAD sccretariat.

Nominations should be addressed to:

Ms. Randa Jamal, Chief, Policy Capacity-Building Section

Knowledge Development Branch; Division on Technology and Logistics, UNCTAD
Palaiz des Nationg, CH-1211 Genevn 10 .

Tel: 41 22 9172718

Email: rands.jamal{@un.org



P 56.2024.T8S.1

Fifty-second regionzl course on key issues on the international econom c agenda
Forelgn Service Academy, Minlstry of Foralgn Affairs, Pakistan
2-13 December 2024

Questions for applicants

All applicants will be contacted by email to complete an online application, Kindly snsure that naines
and emnail addresses are sent to the secretariat by 10 September 2024,

The online application must include responses to two of the questions provided below. All epplicants
must answer question 1. They must then answer cither question 2 or question 3.

Please ensure that responses take into account the economic development objectives of the applicant’s
eountry. The reply to each question should not exceed 250 wards.

Question 1 (compulsory):

How is national development planning undertaken in your counfry? What are the broad
macrocconomic principles and objeclives that determine your Government’s approach and the choice
of policies used? What is the role of economic development and which are the relevant agencies
responsibte for its implementation? What are the indicators that best measure econemic development
in your country? What do they shaw about your country?

Please answer one of the following two questions:
Question 2:

What roles do trade, investment and finance palicies play in addressing cconomic challenges in your
country? What domestic and inlerhational constraints affect the choice and desiga of these policies
and their implementation? What are their main effects?

or

Question 3:

What roles do technology and/or entrepreneurship and/or trade logistics play in supporting economic
development in your country? Arc these issues incorporated in your nationa! economic development
plans and strategics? If so, how? Give a brief deseription of the main challienges faced with respect
to sach of these three issues. If they are not part of your national economic development plans and

strategies, explain why.



